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East Bay Area | Police State

Oakland's New Crowd Control Policy
by Jennifer Hansen ( renejenl1 [at] yahoo.com )
Friday Nov 12th, 2004 8:00 PM

On November 5, 2004, the Oakland Police Department agreed to enact a crowd control
policy, which will establish, for the first time, a uniform protocol for the OPD to use in
handling crowds. The policy will apply equally to protests or spontaneous celebrations.

On November 5, 2004, the Oakland Police Department agreed to enact a crowd control policy, which
will establish, for the first time, a uniform protocol for the OPD to use in handling crowds. The policy
will apply equally to protests or spontaneous celebrations.

The wording of the policy favors and protects crowd members and their right to assemble. As Michael
Haddad, a civil rights lawyer who helped implement the guidelines stated, it is most important because
prior to this, the OPD "had no policy. Their policy was anything goes."

The new policy was created by the ACLU, the National Lawyer's Guild, civil rights lawyers, city officials,
and Oakland Police Chief Richard Word.

Efforts to implement this policy were inspired by the incident on April 7, 2003, where police
indiscriminately fired wooden bullets, sting ball grenades and shot-filled bean bags at hundreds of non-
violent anti war activists during an organized demonstration at The Port of Oakland. The protesters
were expressing their opposition to Iraq war profiteering by Stevedoring Services of America (SSA) and
American President's Line (APL). Protesters were not given adequate warning to disperse before being
fired at.

The OPD's use of overwhelming force resulted in at least 58 people being injured by various projectiles.
Among the victims were several legal observers and nine dock workers who had shown up for work.
Many serious injuries occurred as a result, some of which required hospitalization.

Willow Rosenthal of Oakland was hit in the back of her calf with a wooden bullet. She required several
surgeries, including skin grafts due to internal bleeding. At a press conference on Tuesday announcing
the new crowd control policy, Rosenthal said that she is still not able to attend protests because she
does not trust what the cops may do. "They can never take away what they did to me and what they
did to us." Rosenthal stated.

The new Crowd Management Policy includes the following guidelines...

o Strict limits on the use of force and mandates protecting the right to assemble and demonstrate must
be a primary goal of the OPD in their planning for and management of demonstrations;

o Crowd dispersal methods that create risk of injury to crowd members and bystanders are prohibited,
including skip fired wooden bullets, stinger grenades, tasers, stun guns, motorcycle bumps, and dogs;
o Indiscriminate use of bean bags, aerosol pepper spray and batons against crowds or passive resisters
is prohibited;

0 When crowd members break the law, OPD will attempt to negotiate with leaders, and will give clear
and audible orders to the crowd, allowing time for individuals to comply before taking enforcement
action;

o OPD will arrest individuals who refuse to follow valid police orders, rather than using weapons or
other force to move them.

Scott Bohning of Oakland was at the docks on April 7. He was hit five times by projectiles, including
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