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ry ruled today in fave
Frenchtown Township woman Wwho:'
claimed she was treated roughly-by Mon-~-
toe County sheriff’s deputies in 1986
- The verdict was returned about 10 a.m.
_ todayafter:2Y2 days of deliberation.
- “The'case 'was'tried in Monroe County
~ Circuit Court'before Judge Daniel L. Sul-
livan, ~ iteeaiano : .
The jury award Martha Vandergriff,
57, $376,000 in compensatory damages
and punitive damages of $50,000 against

| ‘i\W/I\(')v?r‘l:rOe Co,imty will have
to pay damages after a jury
ruled this morning in favor of

renchtown Townshi former - Sheriff Walter Trowbridge,
a FrenchtownTownShlp : $25,000 against Deputy Maryanne Ort-
womatl. - ~ man and $10,000 against Deputy Lois
* Bivins, officials said. .
Damages will be paid by Monroe Coun-
See SUIT, Page 2A
. Suit (cont)
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-~ “Monroe County Administra-

. ty’s insurance carrier, Risk Man-
| agement Authority, which defend-

ed the-case. The county has a
. $75,000 deductible.

~ tor/Auditor Charles A. Londo said

he was in the courtroom when the
verdict was read.

Asked whether the county would
appeal, he said, “I really don’t
know; I haven’t spoken to attor-
neys yet.” '

The suit resulted from an inci-
dent at Mrs. Vandergriff’s home on
March 2, 1986, according to Mrs.
Vandergriff’s attorney, Michael
Haddad of Goodmarn, Eden, Mil-

* lender and Bedrosian of Detroit.

. Degputies Ortman and Bivins
“arrived at the Vandergriff house to
arrest Mrs. Vandergriff’s son,
Johnie Vandergriff. The deputies
had'a warrant, but did not bring it
with them, Mr. Haddad said.

The deputies “went on a grudge”
to arrest Mr. Vandergriff because
the family’s dog had bitten another
deputy, Mr. Haddad-said.

Unprovoked, Deputy Ortman

" attacked'Mr. Vandergriff, kneeing

him in the groin, Mr.'Haddad said.

“She - 'wanted -to. lord some
authority over him,” Mr. Haddad
said. Meanwhile; Deputy Bivins
only looked on, he said.

The defense, however, claimed
the deputies were attacked first.
Deputy Ortman testified she is 5-

feet-4, 120 pounds. She said she

was picked up by Mr. Vander-
griff’s brother, Greg, thrown onto
a couch.and struck in the face.
Johnie Vandergriff then jumped
on top of her and choked her to
the point of unconciousness, she
said in coutt.

Deputy Ortman also said Mrs.
Vandergriff struck her in the face
and shoved her.

But Mr. Haddad said that when
Mrs. Vandergriff told Deputy Ort-
man to get out of the house,
Deputy Ortman threw her against
closet doors, which broke, and
then threw her against a stereo. -

Mr. Vandergriff then grabbed
Deputy Ortman and started chok-
ing her, Mr. Haddad said. Other

deputies then arrived and broke .

upthefightlng. !

Deputy Ortman then allegedly
said, “Where is that black-haired
b ? Her a— is. going to jail.”
Mr. Haddad said.

Although former Sheriff Trow-
bridge was not at the scene, the
jury faulted him for allowing “an
“atmosphere of cngoura,ging exces-
sive force,” Mr. Haddad said.

Witnesses to the incident includ-
ed two friends of the Vandergriff
family and two neighbors, Mr.
Haddad said.

Mr. Haddad said the jury was .

swayed in part by a recording;of
radio transmission -in ‘which
Deputy Ortman said before the

incident that the Vandergriffs were
“a bunch of lunatics.” The state=
ment showed she had a prior bias
against them, he said. - '

Deputy Bivins is a reserve

dePuty and a member of the sher-

*iff’s posse, a volunteer organiza-
tion. Deputy Ortman is still a
member of the force.
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